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The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) 
currently lists approximately 3,000 hazardous 
materials (hazmat) descriptions ï these materials, 
if accidentally or intentionally released, can pose 
risks to public health and safety, property, or the 
environment.   

Over 800,000 Shipments Daily  

 

3.1 Billion Tons Shipped Annually by All Modes  

 

Hazardous Materials Support $446 Billion of  

US Economy Annually  
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Office of Hazardous Materials Safety Mission  

Å ñProtect the nation adequately against the risks to life 
and property which are inherent in the transportation of 
hazardous materials in commerceò [49 U.S.C. 5101] 

Å Ensures and promotes the safety, security and 
performance of the nations hazardous materials 
transportation system through its nationwide field 
operations.  

Å Operational activities that include compliance, incident 
and accident inspections and investigations; safety, 
performance and regulatory adequacy and fitness 
determinations; outreach, education and training 
activities; and reporting feedback, information and 
intelligence through its oversight of hazardous 
materials shippers, carriers and the manufacture, 
requalification, recondition, maintenance and use of 
hazardous materials packaging.  

Å To determine the adequacy and clarity of the 
regulations for which the hazardous material 
transportation activities are based.  
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PHMSA Office of Hazardous Materials Safety 
(OHMS) Regional Offices  
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Who does PHMSA Regulate?  

Å Shippers/Carriers 
(HAZMAT)  

ï Explosives  

ï Radioactive Materials  

ï Select Agents and 
Infectious Substances  

ï Lithium Batteries  

ïWaste  

Å Freight Forwarders  

Å Third - Party Labs  

Å Special Permit Holders  

Å Aerosol Fillers/Shippers  

 

 

Å Cylinder Requalifiers  

Å Agricultural Industry  

ï Nurse Tanks  

Å Packaging Manufacturers  

ï Tanks, Drums, IBCs, 
Cylinders, Boxes, etcé 

Å Packaging Self - Certifiers  

Å Packaging Reconditioners  

Å Distributors/Brokers  

Å High Hazard Entities  

Å Multi - Agency Strike Force 
Operations (MASFO)  
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Why Me?  

Å Complaints  

Å High Risk (PIH/TIH)  

Å Investigations  

Å Re - Inspections  

Å Observations  

Å Incident History  

Å Fitness Review  

Å Registered Entity  

Å Abatements  
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The Inspection Process  

Å Introduction  

ïGetting in the Door  

ïGeneral Information/Overview  

Å Items Reviewed  

ïWhat are we looking for?  

ÅWill vary depending on type of inspection  

Å Evidence Gathering  

ï Interviews, Documentation, Photographs, etc.  

Å Closing the Inspection  

ïSecurity Inspection Report, Exit Briefing, etc.  
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The Inspection Process ï Investigator Forms  

Å Inspection/Investigation Report  

ïUsed to notate pertinent information during 
inspection  

Å Observation Forms  

ïUsed to notate unique package specific markings 
and labeling  

Å Cylinder Requalification Facility Inspection Report  

ïUsed as a guide for high and low pressure cylinder 
requalification inspections  

Å Written Statements  

ïUsed to document the results of an interview  
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The Inspection Process -  Introduction  

Å Identification  

Å Purpose of Inspection  

Å PHMSA Overview  

Å General Info Gathering  

ï Representative  

ï Contact Info  

ï Federal Tax ID Number  

Å Company Profile  

ïWhat do you do?  

ÅManufacture, Test, Fill, Ship?  
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The Inspection Process ï Items Reviewed  

Å Observations  

ïProcesses and 
Procedures  

ï Testing Equipment  

ïManufacturing 
Equipment  

ïPackaging  

ïMarking and Labeling  

ï Training  

ïRegistration  

ïSecurity Plan  
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The Inspection Process ï Evidence 
Gathering (Documentation)  

Å Package Certifications  

Å Production Records  

Å Closure Instructions  

Å Training Records  

Å Registration  

Å Invoices/Receiving 
Records  

Å Material Safety Data 
Sheets  

Å Requalification Records  
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The Inspection Process ï Evidence 
Gathering (Documentation)  

Å Shipping Papers  

ï Description/Sequence  

ï Quantity and Type  

ÅPlacards Required?  

ï Certification Statement  

ï Signature  

ï Emergency Response #  

ï Additional Information  

ÅSpecial Permits, RQ, 
LTD QTY, Technical 
Names, etc.  

ï Retention (2 Years)  
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Shipping Paper  
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The Inspection Process ï Evidence Gathering 
(Photographs)  
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