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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW 

ÅA Little History  
ÅThe National Oil and Hazardous 

Substances Contingency Plan 
ÅThe National Response System 
ÅPlanning and Preparedness 
ÅFrom  Local to National  
ÅRegional Response Team IV 

ÅExecutive Order 13650 
ÅThe Report to The President 
ÅThe Pilot Project (ECRM2) 
ÅThe Region IV Approach 
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HISTORY 

ÅNCP first developed in 
1968 in response to 
the massive oil spill 
from the oil tanker 
Torrey Canyon 

ÅProvided the first 
comprehensive 
national system for oil 
spill reporting and 
response 
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The Torrey Canyon 



THE NATIONAL CONTINGENCY PLAN  

ÅRequires three fundamental activities be performed: 

ÅResponse operations at the scene 

ÅNotification and communication  

ÅPreparedness, planning and coordination for response 

 

ÅApplies to anyone who responds to a spill or release 
 

ÅApplies to: 

ÅDischarges of oil into navigable waters 

ÅReleases into the environment of hazardous 
substances, pollutants or contaminants 



NCP AUTHORITIES 

ÅClean Water Act  as 
amended by the Oil 
Pollution Control Act (OPA 
90) and earlier clean water 
legislation    

ÅThe Comprehensive 
Environmental 
Response Compensation 
and Liability Act 
(CERCLA),  a.k.a. 
ñSuperfund,ò including the 
Emergency Planning and 
Community Right -to-know 
Act (EPCRA) amendments 
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NCP RESPONSE SYSTEM ELEMENTS 

ÅIndustry Responders 

 

ÅState/Local Governments 

 

ÅFederal On-Scene 
Coordinators 

 

ÅRegional Response Teams 

 

ÅNational Response Team 



INDUSTRY, STATE, AND LOCAL 
RESPONDERS 

 

ÅThe NCP starts at the local level 
 
ÅState, local, and industry responders take 

care of most responses to incidents 
involving releases of hazardous substances 
or discharges of oil  
 
ÅIf federal assistance is required, an OSC 

can be requested 


